The articles about him and certain incidences from his autobiography -"A Brief Account of the Long Life of D. Emerick Szilagyi" -describe him as a man of discipline and an empiricist scientist. During his time at Henry Ford Hospital, he achieved many accomplishments that made him world renowned in the field of vascular surgery. [1] In 1952, he performed one of the world's first aortic aneurysmal repairs. In 1954, he established the first homograft blood vessel bank for vascular surgery patients in Michigan. In 1958, he performed the first aortic aneurysmal repair on live television. In the 1960s, Dr. Szilagyi performed one of the first abdominal aortic aneurysm resections at the point where the aorta branches into two arteries, a procedure that has saved thousands of lives. His article titled Contribution of Abdominal Aortic Aneurysmectomy to Prolongation of Life is considered one of the best articles in the history of vascular surgery. [2] He also helped to design the Jobst ® stockings, which is used to control clotting in the legs. In 1966, he became the Chairman of the Department of Surgery and participated in pioneering numerous vascular surgery developments including the treatment of peripheral occlusive arteriopathy and peripheral congenital arteriovenous fistulas and the use of synthetic grafting materials. In 1968, he created a separate division to treat vascular diseases and participated in the first allogenic kidney transplant in Detroit. In 1971, Dr. Szilagyi participated in one of the first successful arm reattachment surgeries in a 7-year-old girl. He also designed the mechanical angiographic table allowing documenting the progression of dye, an antecessor to the rapid film changers which were developed later. His follow-up was so strong that in case of death of a patient bearing Szilagyi prosthesis, a resident would be dispatched to the funeral home to recover the implant for analysis. The Szilagyi's classification of wound infection is based on relationship to surrounding tissues and is widely followed worldwide.
Although his main interest was in vascular surgery, he also made certain contributions to general surgery such as thyroid and pancreatic surgeries. Surgery, spending several mornings a week in his office at the Clara Ford Pavilion for more than 20 years after his retirement. Dr. Szilagyi completed his autobiography at the age of 98 as his final contribution to the medical world. This man will be ever remembered for his tremendous contribution to our field.
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